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The Unitarian Universalist  

Fellowship of Elkhart 

is a  

welcoming community 

 encouraging  

Religious freedom,  

nurturing 

 individual, spiritual and  

ethical growth,  

celebrating  

diversity, and  

promoting a just and  

sustainable world. 

Summer Sunday Mornings at UUFE 

9:30 – 10:15 In the Meeting House 

Adult Forum 

10: 30 – 11:30 In the Meeting House 

Sunday Service  

Enrichment Activities for Children 

Tender, Loving Childcare for Infants and Toddlers 

 

During the summer, Sunday mornings change a bit.  There are no 

pre-service educational offerings for adults or children.  A pro-

gram of enrichment activities is offered for children and youth 

during the 10:30 service time.     

July 6, 2008 

9:30 - Adult Forum 

10:30 - “The Perfect Question” - Beth Lefever 

Beth will be responding to a question that was asked of her by Vern 

Thomas in discussing our never-ending journey into adulthood, and 

our significance as human beings. 

 

July 13, 2008 

9:30 - Adult Forum 

10:30  -  “Religion and Economics-The Yo-Yo Theory of Eco-

nomics Versus The WITT Theory” - Dr. Marty Wolfson 

Dr. Marty Wolfson, Economics Professor at Notre Dame, will dis-

cuss religion and economics from both the macro and micro view-

points. This one will make us think! 



SUNDAY MORNINGS AT UUFE, cont’d 

 

July 20, 2008 

9:30 - Adult Forum 

10:30 - “Will I Have a Prostate in Heaven?-How to Be Religious Without Looking Stupid” 

- Jim McConnell 

Jim will use his most recent adventures in medical treatment as a metaphor for the larger reli-

gious questions that we all have. 

 

 

July 27, 2008 

9:30 - Adult Forum 

10:30 - “To What Do UU’s Turn in Tough Times?” - Beth Lefever 

Beth will be discussing her experiences of last summer as a chaplain at Bronson Hospital in 

Kalamazoo, how it affected her, and what she learned while completing the required course of 

Clinical Pastoral Education. 

 

"A perfect summer day is when the sun is shining, the breeze is blow-
ing, the birds are singing, and the lawn mower is broken." -- James Dent 

“Of all the wonders of nature, a tree in summer is perhaps the most 
remarkable; with the possible exception of a moose singing 

"Embraceable You" in spats." -- Woody Allen 

"Being a child at home alone in the summer is a high-risk occupation. 
If you call your mother at work thirteen times an hour, she can hurt 

you."-- Erma Bombeck 

"Summer is the time when one sheds one's tensions with one's clothes, 
and the right kind of day is jeweled balm for the battered spirit. A 

few of those days and you can become drunk with the belief that all's 
right with the world." -- Ada Louise Huxtable 



From the Interim Minister’s Garden 

Thank you for all the birthday cards.  I opened them all at once while enjoying a 

cup of tea the afternoon of my birthday.  I was touched by some, and laughed over oth-

ers, even the one that said, “You’re not old until the fat lady sings.”  It was a “musical” 

card so when I opened it, the fat lady sang,   Another featured a cow saying that she had 

lost her cake recipe and asking if I would like a “pie” instead.  Fortunately, she wasn’t 

in charge of the social hour on June 15, following the last sermon of my interim.  The 

cake was beautiful, delicious, and a wonderful surprise  Thank you, again. 

A few days later, I attended my last board meeting and it ended on a high note.  

Shari Mellin, Co-Chair of the Building Committee, was there to update the board on 

progress to date and to discuss the next steps.  As is typical of the board, their delibera-

tions were thoughtful and respectful.  They took seriously the congregation’s direction 

to move forward on the building project and contracted with Aggie Sweeney to guide 

you through the process.  From my vantage point, this was a good decision.  The guid-

ance of a UUA consultant was invaluable as the Fort Wayne congregation developed 

their plans and then built an addition.   

Although I won’t be here, I plan to follow your progress and will be anxious to 

see the design as it develops.  This next year will be an exciting one for you as you wel-

come in Amy DeBeck and her family, and continue working on your strategic long-

range plan.   

I, too, am looking forward to the next year, especially now that my son and his 

family are in California.  I’m hoping to spend a good bit of time with my grandson and 

get to know him, again.  When I last saw him, he was learning to say, “Bubbles.”  Now 

he says, “I needs beach;” in just a few short weeks, he’s learned the wonders of the 

Golden State. 

When I see you at the party on July 19, I will just have returned from Rug School 

in Holland, Michigan where I will start a large Oriental, which is a little daunting, but I 

am looking forward to it.  Other than that, I’ll be around home working on the garden 

and culling files.  I am on-call until the ritual transfer of the cell phone takes places at 

the end of July.  We’ll notify you so you’ll know who’ll answer when you call. 

Again, I want to tell you what a good two years this has been.  I couldn’t 

have asked for a better congregation during this 

time. 

Wishing you all the very best,    

Laurie 

 



AROUND THE MEETING HOUSE 

 

 

Recommended by Your Friends at UUFE 

for Your Summer Reading Pleasure 

Mutant Message: Downunder by Marlo 

Morgan * 

Jezebel: The Untold Story of the Bibleôs 

Harlot Queen by Lesley Hazleton* 

The Devilôs Horsemen: the Mongol Inva-

sion of Europe by James Chambers *  

Thornbirds*; First Man in Rome both by 

Colleen McCullough  

One-Night Stands with American His-

tory”by Richard Shenkman * 

Your Inner Fish by Neil Shubin 

The World Without Us by Alan Weisman 

God;The Failed Hypothesis by Victor  

Stenger 

* Books available at the Elkhart Public Li-

brary 

Rites Of Passage 

Were you married, had a union cere-

mony, a memorial service or a naming 

ceremony that was performed by a 

UUFE minister?  If so, the Archives & 

History Committee would like to keep 

records of such services. Also, do you 

have any pictures of UUFE Activities 

that you can spare? There is a box in 

the office, next to the computer, that 

you can place them in. Thank you!   -   

the History and Archives Committee 

Our Volunteer of the Month! 

The Volunteer of the Month is Karen Books, 

who has been our outstanding Congregational 

Ministry Department Coordinator for the past 

two years. Karen also represents us at the 

district level, as a member of the Central 

Midwest District's Women and Religion 

Committee. Thank you, Karen! 

Careline 
Rose Fournier  reports that her 81 year 

old mother, Orma Fournier, is rebounding 

from her critical condition that placed her 

in a nursing home. She has recovered 

enough to qualify her to return to assisted 

living at Hubbard Hill. . . Randi Pickley  

is doing well.  She needs another surgery 

on her wrist which was injured in a traffic 

accident.  Randi is working full time as a 

manager at "Bit Of Swiss" &  she is lim-

ited in the amount of lifting she can 

do….Congratulations to William Becker 

on his retirement.  His last day of work 

was his birthday, June 20. 

 ROOTS AND SHOOTS 

Join with the children and 
youth of UUFE for an adven-
ture inside this summer.  
Cameo Victor has a list of lots 
of things to do including: 
making a maze, creating a 
trail, plant bulbs and wild-
flowers, and much, much 
more.  Before all the opportu-
nities are gone, sign up with 
Cameo at the table in the 
foyer. 



 

NEWS FROM THE BOARD AND COMMITTEES 

Please note: Care of UUFE (from Doris Stickel, B & G Committee) 

Our present building is in two parts, the original and the expansion.  Each has its own 

furnace, fan and air conditioner.  When the two sides aren't separated the utilities are 

affected.  It is important to keep the north kitchen door and the folding doors closed 

whenever only one section is being used.  It doesn't matter about the kitchen double 

doors.  

Each bathroom has two electric switches inside the door  -  one for lights and one for 

the fan.  When bathrooms are in use it's important to turn on both switches.  When 

people prepare to leave the building it will help general ventilation to prop the bath-

room doors open.  

Please consult the sign-up board for job openings on the table under the name tag 

board.  There are things to do that make UUFE a good place to be.    

A Message from the Stewardship Committee  
- Linda Gill and Connie Stamper, co-chairs, Kenley Inglefield, Jerry Shaw and David 

Stokely 

We want to thank Jessica Koscher for her great leadership and inspiration. She will be missed but 

we have good news. We have two new members, Chris French and Laura Snow. They have 

agreed to join our committee for the next three years. Thank you and welcome. We are all looking 

forward to another good year.  

At the June 18 meeting, the Board of Trustees,  
following an extended discussion about the work of the Building Committee and the steps 

needed from this point on: 

Voted to create Capital Campaign Committee to prepare for fall pledge campaign 

Agreed to appoint an ad hoc Financial Committee to investigate sources of money other 

than pledges which might include mortgages, bridge loads, endowment 

Voted to authorized the Building Committee to contract with Angie Sweeney as consult-

ant for the pledge and finances of building project 

Voted to authorize the Building Committee to contract for an original design from the 

architect they choose.   The committee has heard presentations from several architectural 

firms as well as firms that provide both building and architectural services. 

In other business, the Board: 

Recognized the need to define policy for what is to be included in the Focus, and 

Selected Karen Brooks as volunteer of the month for her work as Department Coordina-

tor for Congregation Ministry, Chairing the Worship and Arts Committee, and her work 

on the Central Midwest District’s Women and Religion 



NEWS FROM THE LARGER UU WORLD 

Unitarian Universalist Association  

General Assembly 2008 

 
Unitarian Universalists (UUs) have begun to congregate in Ft. Lauderdale, 

Florida, to enjoy the 3rd annual UU University and the 47th annual General 

Assembly (GA). This year's General Assembly will explore the theme "Common Threads."  

Through our coverage, we hope you will soak up (and share) the programs and activities 

being presented. General Assembly—live or online—is a wonderful place to absorb the es-

sence and diversity of our faith. Enjoy! 

Watch GA on Streaming Media! 
All you need is Windows Media Player, an Internet connection, and speakers! Our GA web 

staff will bring more than twenty hours of video to you, starting with the Opening Worship 

(8 - 9:30 p.m. EDT, Wednesday, June 25), which will include the Banner Parade and the 

Sources Cantata!  Please note: the "live video" links will only work during the specific 

dates and times listed on our live broadcast schedule which is available at the UUA 

website, www.uua.org.   Also available on the website is a daily journal of events. 

NEWS FROM THE LARGER COMMUNITY 

Humane Society Dog Wash/Fund Raiser 

The Humane Society of Elkhart Countyôs first attempt of the summer to hold a 

dog wash was nearly rained out, but the few dogs that showed up left feeling 

clean and smelling good! Volunteers will try again Monday, July 14th at Trinity 

United Methodist Church (2715 E. Jackson Blvd, Elk) from 7 to 8:30 p.m. It 

will be fun, your dog will be clean, and it is for a good cause (minimum dona-

tion is $5.00 per dog).  

More information: Lynne Schmidt, 266 -6281 or 

lrschmidt@verizon.net.  

http://www.microsoft.com/windows/windowsmedia/player/download/download.aspx
/events/generalassembly/2008/112314.shtml


 

 
Sun  Mon  Tue  Wed  Thu  Fri  Sat  

  1 2 3 4 5 

6 
 
 
Noon -  
B & G 

7 
 
 
7:00 PM 
Meditation 

8 Jenny 
Bartlett 

9 10 Loree 
Holder-
man 

11 Rod 
Liechty, 
Jerry 
Shaw 

12 

13 14 
7:00 PM 
W & A 
 
7:00 PM 
Meditation 

15 
FOCUS 
Deadline 

16 17 18 19 
4-7 Party 
to cele-
brate 
Laurieôs 
time with 
us 

20 21 Laurie 
Tweddale 
 
 
7:00 PM 
Meditation 

22 23 24 Rich 
Hackel 

25 26 

27 
 
 
Noon -  
LRE 

28 Doloris 

Cogan, 
Gene 
Wiswell, 
Ken Ingle-
field 

7:00 PM 
Meditation 

29 Charles 
Brugh 
 
1:00 PM 
Archives & 
History 

30 31 Karen 
Books 

  

July 2008 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

UUFE ROOTS 

Opposing the Klan ï Chapter 2 

As the 2000s opened, our minister, the Rev. Dr. Gordon Gibson, & UUFE'ers continued 

to work against racism at “Study Circles on Race,” & on Nov. 11, 2000, took a major part 

in the city-sponsored “Heart of Elkhart Ethnic Festival,” an alternative to a Klan rally 

downtown that day. There were memorial ceremonies at the festival for Sasezley Richard-

son, who had been murdered the previous November by two young men who sought to 

qualify for admission to a white-power group. On April 21, 2002, Gordon invited to our 

service some concerned neighbors of a family in nearby Osceola who were hosting Klan 

& Skinhead festivals, with cross burnings & “white power” music, & giving shooting les-

sons. In 2001, these neighbors had publicized the problem, brought in the Anti-

Defamation League, & St. Joseph County had banned the shooting activities. Gordon had 

joined the neighbors' efforts in creating UC4PEACE, a two-county organization formed to 

take note of hate groups, reduce their influence with education & law enforcement, & 

show alternatives. At that April service, many signed the Birmingham Pledge, offered by 

Gordon, committing to do our best to combat racial prejudice. As the Aug. 3 Klan festival 

approached, UUFE'ers helped organize UC4PEACE's “Celebration of Diversity” that day 

at Bethel College. Good law enforcement reduced the potential for violence that day, & in 

2003 St. Joseph County & Osceola passed ordinances against cross burning. But in Truth 

articles Alyssa Ford (parents: Tim and Becky Emory of UUFE) analyzed the power of 

hate groups to attract youth, stressing the need for continued vigilance. 

Unitarian Universalist Fellowship 

1732 Garden Street 

Elkhart, IN 46515 

 

 

FIRST CLASS 

The Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Elkhart is a welcoming 

community, encouraging religious freedom, nurturing individual, 

spiritual and ethical growth, celebrating diversity, and  

promoting a just and sustainable world.  


