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The Unitarian Universalist  

Fellowship of Elkhart 

is a  

welcoming community 

 encouraging  

Religious freedom,  

nurturing 

 individual, spiritual and  

ethical growth,  

celebrating  

diversity, and  

promoting a just and  

sustainable world. 

Sunday Mornings at UUFE 

9:30 – 10:15 In the Meeting House 

Adult Forum 

10: 30 – 11:40 In the Meeting House 

Sunday Service  

Enrichment Activities for Children 

Tender, Loving Childcare for Infants and Toddlers 

September 7, 2008 

9:30  -  Adult Forum 

10:30  -  Gathering of the Waters  In a tradition celebrated by many 

Unitarian Universalist congregations, the first Sunday after Labor Day we 

come together in community after the summer’s end.  Bring a small vial 

of water, real or virtual, from your summer adventure to pour into our 

community vessel.  Led by Rev. Amy. 

September 14, 2008 

9:30  -  Adult Forum 

10:30  -  May I Come In?  Welcoming each other does not always hap-

pen in ways we expect, and it often doesn’t look how we imagined, yet 

we yearn for it.  Led by Rev. Amy   

September 21, 2008 

9:30  -  Adult Forum 

10:30  -  Steadfast as a Growing Tree  Look around our building, at our 

pulpit, and admire the grounds—trees inside and out!  Trees pervade our 

spirituality;  today we will honor them.  Led by Rev. Amy with help. 

September 28, 2008 

9:30  -  Adult Forum 

10:30  -  Provided by the Worship and Arts Committee 



 
The Minister’s Column by Rev. Amy 

 

Random thoughts that, while none of them by themselves are enough for a newsletter 

piece, I have learned about myself in this first month of full time ministry and want to 

share with you: 

 

 I nod my head when listening to people without realizing it, which is why my 

neck is so often stiff after meetings. 

 

  I’m pretty good with names but not perfect. 

 

 Being an extrovert does not mean simply that I love people;  it means that my en-

ergy comes from being around people, so typically I get my best ideas while talk-

ing with a person or group, and, left to the quiet of office hours, I will probably 

just file or read. 

 

 There are times when, being alone in the sanctuary, the warmth of the people and 

experiences now gone wrap around me like a warm blanket. 

 

So much hope has been attached to the beginning of this ministry that my mantra 

is “This ministry is an agent for change;” neither ego nor crushing weight of ex-

pectation overcome me while remembering this. 

 

Each of us is wounded and we bring those wounds to this fellowship to be healed.  

Sometimes we heal ourselves by helping others, sometimes we need help;  but it 

is this beloved community in which hope and love continue to renew themselves. 

 

It is good to be here with each of you in Michiana. 

 

Blessed be. 

Rev. Amy 



AROUND THE MEETING HOUSE 

 

Recommended by Your Friends at UUFE 

for Your Reading Pleasure 

“Cry, The Beloved Country” by Alan Paton * 

“What Everyone needs to Know About Is-

lam” by John L. Esposito * 

“Three Cups of Tea: One Man’s Mission to 

Promote Peace…” by Greg Mortenson and 
David Oliver Relin * 

“Why is God Laughing?: The Path to Joy 

and Spiritual Optimism” by Deepak Chopra * 

“The Last Lecture” by Randy Pausch and Jef-

frey Zaslow * 

*   Books available at the Elkhart Public Library 

Fair Trade Coffee: 

In our Strategic Plan, we stated that we would begin 

selling Fair Trade Coffee here at UUFE, both as So-

cial Action & as a convenience to UUFE members . I 

am happy to announce that we started that in July. The 

coffee was purchased by us through 10, 000 Villages 

and is available at our cost: $8.50 for a 12 ounce bag. 

We have 4 varieties. See Gene Wiswell. 

 

MUSIC, anyone? 

The next meeting of the recorded music listening 

group will be held on Sunday, September 14 at 

5:00 p.m. at the home of Mike and Judy Darnel. 

FELLOWSHIP FOCUS CARELINE  

Condolences to Moxie & Mike Robinson, 

Moxie’s brother, Mark Feller & the family as 

they grieve the loss of Moxie and Mark’s father 

Ernie Feller, who died unexpectedly of a heart 

attack on 7/10/2008. A memorial service was held 

at UUFE to celebrate the life of this gentle man.   

Also, Condolences to Kimber Beachy, & the 

family of  Phebe Beachy, who died during the 

first week in July, 2008. Her insight & observation 

about life/religion added a richness to our UUFE 

community.    A phone call from Mary Ann Car-

roll confirmed that she is at home recovering from 

her injury. With the aid of physical therapy, she 

expects to retrieve maximum use of her hand.  

Mary Ann sends a THANK YOU to everyone. .   

Jean Snow reports she is doing what she is sup-

posed to be doing with her alternative  treatment 

caregivers.  “I’m just an ornery person & that is 

making it take longer than we thought it would 

take.” Jean describes the treatment as painful, but 

it is a “healing pain” which makes it easier to 

bear.  Her spirits are high & she is optimistic 

about her program.   Sandy Imanse joyfully re-

ports that her son, Jake, has completed serving his 

jail sentence. Jake also appreciated the cards that 

he received from his UUFE family.   This heart-

felt THANK YOU is months over due. Peg Cook  

wants you all to know that without the love & en-

couragement,  her recovery from the stroke she 

suffered in March 2006 would have been incom-

plete.  

Fellowship Movie Night:  "The Princess 
Bride", September 13th, 6:30 p.m.  

The whole congregation is invited to watch 
the family friendly movie "The Princess 
Bride",  starring Robin Wright and Cary El-
wes as Princess Buttercup and the dread pirate 
Roberts. Popcorn and drinks will be provided 
with a short cartoon feature starting at 6:30 
p.m. to warm up the audience!. The movie 
will begin around 7:00 p.m.  Hope to see folks 
there! 

Please, contact Laura Snow for details at 
witchy_lj@hotmail.com  

The Communications Committee  

is assembling a database of photos 

to be used in publications. It will 

also serve as a Historical Archive. 

Please give copies of your photos, 

either printed or full resolution digi-

tal files on CD, or flash media (to be 

returned) to Don Hershberger. 



Calling all teens! 

 Rev. Amy and her husband, Kevin will be holding youth group meetings beginning Sunday,  September 14, 

from 5-7 PM @ the RE building.  Any 7th-12th graders should bring two pieces of recorded music with them.  

I need to know who you are, so please email or call and let me know of teens in our community,  so that I 

may extend a personal invitation.   

A vegetarian meal will be provided.  

Email or call me @ revdebeck@aol.com or (574) 612-0729.     It’s okay to bring your friends! 
 
 

BOOK SIGNING    Doloris Cogan will make two local appearances in September for her book, WE 

FOUGHT THE NAVY AND WON:  Guam's Quest for Democracy, recently published by the University of 

Hawaii Press.  Her appearances are Sunday, Sept. 14, 2:00 p.m., at the Fourth Freedom Forum, 803 N. 

Main St., Goshen, and Sunday, Sept. 21, 2:00 p.m., Midwest Museum of American Art, 429 S. Main St., 

Elkhart.  Refreshments will be served at both. 

 

From the Membership Committee: 
SMALL DINNERS 

 

Candlelight dinners? Well, maybe. Visitors and members will soon again begin to enjoy each others' 

company in UUFE homes during September and October. 

  Sign-up sheets have been in the church lobby during the coffee hour on Sundays since late August. 

Known hosts at this writing are Joan and Ken Clayborn, Doloris Cogan, Pam Kramer, Rose Fournier, 

Krista Bailey and Greg Koeher (for families with children), Marj and Don Hershberger, Mary Ann Car-

roll and Priscilla Rauser, and Carolee Searles. A few others may be needed. Guests are encouraged 

to choose hosts whose homes they have not previously visited. Anyone not coming to church regularly 

is invited to call Joan Clayborn at 262-2100 and see what might be open.  Hosts provide the main dish 

and guests volunteer to bring the rest.  Dinners may be any day of the week.  Those who prefer not to 

cook may eat with Mary Ann and Priscilla at Brentwood for $10 each. 

  These dinners are purely for getting to know each other better.  They have proved very popular over 

the past six or eight years and relatively effortless - except for the hosts!  A special thank-you to all 

who open their homes for an evening of good food  --  and even better conversation.  

                             

NEW DIRECTORIES 

 

  They're out!  David Stokely has worked hard all summer getting the information and spelling the 

names right.  Computerizing the data is one BIG JOB.  

  To save postage, UUFE Directories will be passed out after church Aug. 31, Sept. 7, and Sept. 

14.  After that they will be mailed.  Do your part by looking for yours during the coffee hour. 

 

AN OPPORTUNITY  ???   !!!!! 

     For at least 20 years, in  honor of her deceased mother Doloris Cogan has kept the hanging garden 

in the northwest corner of  our sanctuary supplied with plants, and various people including Doris 

Stickel, Belinda Bockman, and Dale Kern have kept them watered. 

     Maybe that touch of greenery has run its course.  At the ripe old age of 48 (typo?), Doloris is not 

supposed to climb ladders and is looking for someone new who just loves plants and is willing to wa-

ter them faithfully once a week.  Call her at 262-1647 if you can be that one until January 1, 2009  -- or 

all year.  If no one is available after October 5, the plants will come down.  

mailto:revdebeck@aol.com


 

NEWS FROM THE BOARD AND COMMITTEES 

From the Worship and Arts Committee 

We will be changing the sign-up sheet in the foyer to reflect the new description of the “musing”.  We want to 

make sure that everyone understands that non members are also welcome to contribute so we have removed the 

word “Member” and we will be calling this regular part of our services the “Morning Musing” beginning with the 

first service in September.  The format is still the same; a three minute contribution (essay or reading) on an appro-

priate subject.    

We will also be adding a task to the sign-up sheet so that we can give the Building & Grounds Committee a hand.   

The task is Church Closer. We want to make sure they don’t get stuck with this task every week.  A job descrip-

tion will be printed out and placed in the back section of the sign-up clip board. 

You may have noticed that new things have been added to our service.  The most visible addition is the “Story 

for All Ages”.  In order to give the children enough time in the RE classes after the story, the time for the 

Sunday morning service will be extended so that it ends at 11:40 beginning on September 14, 2008. 

 

 

News from the LRE:  Children's LRE classes will begin soon!  

In preparation for this fall the LRE Committee  and Rev. Amy have scheduled a "Teacher Orientation" 

for September 6th, from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon.  A light breakfast and check-in will begin the session 

followed by introductions to the curriculum and a tour of the newly re-named Children's House.  Teach-

ers can also spend some time personalizing the classrooms!  We on the LRE Committee are very excited 

about re-dedicating this wonderful space to the kids and are looking forward to a fun-filled year!        

For more info contact Laura Snow at witchy_lj@hotmail.com.  

At its August meeting, the UUFE board of trustees: 

Heard a report from David Ball, chair of the capital campaign committee, about general de-
tails of how the campaign will be conducted, including the need to file various roles on the 
campaign committee and the recommendation from consultant Aggie Sweeney about how 
much could be reasonably raised. 

2. Heard a report from Jim Victor, chair of the buildings and grounds committee, and Cameo 
Victor about the need for UUFE to seek more help for general maintenance as well as larger 
projects. The committee feels there needs to be more effort from other members to help. 
Jim Victor also said he intends to resign as chair next month. 

3. Discussed what sort of arrangements would be in place for ministerial care from Rev. De-
Beck when she is on vacation or away attending professional training.  Rev. DeBeck said she 
intends to make arrangements for substitute ministerial care during vacation and would be 
available to return to town from professional events in cases of emergency. 

4. Learned from Greg Koehler that the UUFE Web site will now include podcasts of services. 
The first one posted to the site was Rev. DeBeck's first service. Greg also said the site will 
soon also feature a discussion board for UUFE members only. 

5. Discussed a proposed Fellowship Focus editorial policy and revisit the topic next month. 

6.  VOLUNTEER(S) OF THE MONTH:  The board selected Jim Victor and Dale Kern 
for their years of dedication to seeing that the basic physical needs of UUFE were taken care 
of, often behind the scenes.  They have put in many hours of work when no one else was at 
the church.  Their efforts are deeply appreciated! 



NEWS FROM THE LARGER UU WORLD 

 

NEWS FROM THE LARGER COMMUNITY 

 
The Center for Hospice and Palliative Care, Inc. invites individuals to register for its upcoming 

volunteer training at its Elkhart office, 2901 East Bristol Street, Elkhart - September 16, 17, 18, 

23, 24, and 25, 5:30-8:30 p.m. 

The training will focus on the hospice philosophy, communication skills, spirituality, family 

dynamics, patient care, bereavement, & much more. Following training, volunteers may assist 

patients and families with respite, transportation, laundry, errands, companionship, or bereave-

ment. Volunteers will serve patients in Elkhart, Kosciusko or LaGrange Counties in their 

homes, in nursing homes, in office or clerical roles. In addition, individuals with licensure/

certification in massage therapy, hair styling or notary public are also needed. Scheduling for 

volunteers is flexible. For further information, contact Kathy Frey, Volunteer Resources Coor-

dinator, at (574) 264-3321 or (866) 264-3321. 

On 8/10, 2008, in a full page ad in The New York Times, the Unitarian Universalist Associa-

tion of Congregations (UUA) affirmed its commitment to having "our doors and our hearts" 

remain open following the tragic violence which erupted in Knoxville on July 27. 

UUA President William G. Sinkford, noted that "the terrible crime & the inspiring responses 

has put Unitarian Universalism under intense media spotlight," invited Unitarian Universalists 

to help "publicly define who we are & what we stand for." He said, "Now is the time to let the 

world know that we will continue to stand on the side of love, even during these challenging 

circumstances." 

The UUA's decision to place an ad in the Times was guided by commitments to: 

 the UUA's collective condolences to the family & friends of those killed & injured. 

celebrate the bravery of the congregants who risked their lives to subdue the assailant. 

thank people of all faiths who have reached out with support. 

publicly proclaim that the UUA's commitment to social justice, inspired by those in  

Knoxville, will not be deterred by the actions of one troubled soul. 

The ad ran in the news section of the Times & our linked website. The text, signed by Rev. 

Sinkford, said, "We will not give in to fear. We will meet hatred with love. We will continue 

to work for justice. Unitarian Universalists stand on the side of love. We invite you to stand 

with us." 

http://www.uua.org/documents/stew-dev/knoxville_ad.pdf


September 2008 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 
 
 
 
 
 

 

2  Barbara 

Loy 
 

3 4 5 6   Jim 

Barnes 

Jim Todd 

 

9AM-Noon 

Teacher 

Orientation 

7   Mary 

Perron 

8  

Worship & 

Arts Mtg. 

7:00 PM 

 
7 PM Medi-

tation 

9 
 
 
 

10 11 12 13 
 
 
 
 

6:30 PM 

Movie 

Night 

14  Rebecca 

Fisette 

15 

FOCUS 

DEAD-

LINE 
 

7 PM Medi-

tation 

16 17 
 
 

Bd of Trus-

tees Mtg. 

6:30 PM 

18   Don 

Hershberger 

19 20 

21  Moxie 

Robinson 

22 Madlean 

Koehler 

 

 

 
7 PM Medi-

tation 

23  T.J. 

Shaum  

Charlie De-

Beck 

24 Carolee 

Searles 

Debra In-

glefield 

25  Pam 

Mims 

26 27 

28 
 
 
 
 

LRE 

Noon 

29 
 
 
 
 

7 PM Medi-

tation 

30 
 

1 PM 

History and 

Archives 

workday & 

Mtg. 

    



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

UUFE ROOTS 

Unitarian Universalist Fellowship 

1732 Garden Street 

Elkhart, IN 46515 

 

FIRST CLASS 

The Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Elkhart is a welcoming 

community, encouraging religious freedom, nurturing individual, 

spiritual and ethical growth, celebrating diversity, and  

promoting a just and sustainable world.  

The Importance of Parking  

Even before UUFE finalized its major expansion project in the late 1980s, a good opportunity came 

along to add needed parking spaces. At that time, people coming to the church building had to park in 

front or in the yard on the south.  

Across Garden Street was a vacant property that UUFE founder Dorothy Boynton had given to Wood-

lawn Nature Center. About 1986, a year after her death, Woodlawn decided to sell it, and at a special 

congregational meeting on December 16,1986, UUFE voted to move toward purchasing seven lots. Af-

ter receiving approval from the City Plan Commission and Board of Zoning Appeals, UUFE purchased 

the lots on May 20, 1987.  

At September's board meeting, Don Hershberger reported that development of the east part of the prop-

erty into a parking area had begun. This involved removing trees and soil, installing dry wells, and pav-

ing. Lighting also was installed. An initial landscape plan was created by Beth Foster, daughter-in-law 

of members George and Mary Foster. Doris Stickel, chair of the landscaping committee, was allotted up 

to $635 for plants and materials. A bit later, naturalist Jim Good supervised the planting of trees and 

shrubs such as crab apple, dogwood and burning bush. Others have given plants over the years.  

Expansion of the church building was finished in the fall of 1988. The new parking spaces helped ac-

commodate the 43 new members who joined in 1988 and 1989! 


