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Info for new folks: What about the kids?
Our youngest children are lovingly cared for in the nursery at the
Adult Forum: 9:30 a.m.

Children’s House. People aged 5 to 12 enjoy their (RE) Religious
Education classes during the second half of our worship service. Religious Education: 10:30 a.m.

Youth older than 6th grade may attend Youth Group, the 1st
and 3rd Sundays of the month. (Ask Rev. Amy for details) On
Sunday mornings, they are encouraged to attend the service.

December 2009 ’

Please Jocu as for Sunday Service @ 10:50 a.m.

Sunday, December 6 “Phil’'s Sermon” This sermon, about education, was purchased at the service
auction in 2008. A/DS PANTRY- the first Sunday of every month we collect personal care items for the AIDS pantry.

Sunday, December 13 “From the First Noel to This One” Rev. Amy leads us through different
traditions and their celebrations of the season. We'll also officially welcome new members.

Sunday, December 20 “A Christmas Carol” Readers’ theater version of Dickens’ classic. Guaranteed
to delight. Come prepared to stay longer than usual for the service, potluck, and a concert/sing-a-long.
Remember CCS- the third Sunday of every month we collect non-perishable food items for the Church

Community Services food pantry. POTLUCK SUNDAY

Thursday, December 24 7:00 p.m. “Lessons and Carols” Our Christmas Eve gathering.

Sunday, December 27 “The Happy Heretic” We can trace our pluralist religious heritage by looking
at Conventional Church History—whenever orthodoxy went in one direction, ours went the other. Come

prepared to have some fun with history.

Sunday, January 3 “Coffin and Cradle” Come and put to rest all that needs to be released from your

life, and give birth to new experiences, hopes, plans, and dreams.
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Rev. Amyodés Thought s

Not surprisingly, having just returned from a trip to Ottawa where I communed with 400 Unitarian Universal-
ist ministers, I have been thinking about different types of ministry.

When I began on the road to professional credentialing, one had to declare the track one was training for: par-
ish, or religious ed, or community. There were three distinct tracks and one was supposed to choose their area
of specialty. I loved my work as a hospice chaplain, and considered community ministry. I also loved being a
Director of Religious Ed (DRE) so I considered being an MRE, working in a congregation which had a parish
minister, too. Ultimately, the parish track chose me because I found that I could work with children and youth,
provide pastoral care, and preachd my favorite parts of all the tracks, all rolled into one position.

Having been in this career for five years now, I
foundly grateful for my colleagues who are called to write books because I can barely find time to read one,

usually choosing essays and articles rather than entire books. I am grateful for those who make music a prior-

ity, or any of the fine arts. There are administrative ministers, such as those working in our offices in Boston

and DC or in each district who support ministers, congregations, and are the public faces for our religion in

different areas of justice and outreach. All of these fine professionals are my brothers and sisters and it is a

privilege to serve alongside them.

I also pay attention to those lay leaders at UUFE who are called to different aspects of ministry. There is al-

ways that person who knows exactly when somebody
etry. Magically the chairs in our meeting room get set up. Each week muffins arrive at the Forum conversa-

tion. Our adult religious education reinvents itself with book discussion groups, and films and topical meet-

ings. Blessed are those whose ministry calls them to be guardians of processd committees, governance, the

wor k of the church. And thereds our fAmissionar.
kitchen, CARES, Habitat for Humanity, and all around town.

Ministry is not something we do by ourselves, bu
While we might have a specific track that appeals to us, most of us are general contractors, knowing how to do
small pieces of many parts. This is what the te

care for ourselves, each other, and to be the living embodiment of love in the world, this is when we are being
true to our calling.

In peace and with blessings for this wintry season,
Rev. Amy

Christmas Eve at the Unitarian Universalist
Fellowship of Elkhart

oLessons, Carol s, and Can htifn
Thursday, December 24 at 7:00 P.M.

0Twas the night before Chris

Bundle up the family and come to UUFE for both new and traditional readings,

carols and hymns we | ove, and donot forge
As al ways, we will end our service with| a

Make time in your season for an evening of reflection and reconnection.
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YWarm Up The Holldays

-~

Songs qf tlie Season

Sunday, December 20, 12:30
..after Potluck
I'll Be Home For Christmas - Silent Night - Silver Bells
White Christmas - Jingle Bells -Rudolph, the Red-nosed
Reindeer- | Wonder As | Wander - Let It Snow! Let it.Sn
Rockin® Around The Christmas Tree - Go Tell It On The
Mountain - Deck The Halls - The Twelve Days of Xmas
In The Bleak Midwinter - Coventry Child - Lulaizje -
There’s No Place Like Home For The Holidays - One
Small Child - Blue Christmas - I'm Getting Nuttin’ For
Christmas - We Wish You A Merry Christmas - & more

Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Elkhart
1732 Garden Steet 574 264 6525

Christmas Day at UUFE

Rev. Amy and her family will be at the church with a turkey, some
sides, and some board games. Come and join us. Bring a side, or a

game, or some dessert. If you have nothing to bring, there will be
enough for everyone anyway . so bring your presence! We will
warm the meeting room with fellowship and holiday cheer. We begin
at 2 p.m. and leave when we have celebrated! We also have a large
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What 6s Happening in
Education classes?

Lizzie continues to have many fans in the nursery.
Our K-2nd graders are learning about UU Super Heroes.
3-6th grade is exploring Timeless Themes.
And our youth group is starting to think about
General Assembly.
Social Justice Sundays often touch on environmental issues,
like composting!

Comi ng upé.

Be sure to save all of that heavy duty cardboard from Christmas for the 2nd Annual

Cardboard carnival. On a Saturday in January we will go barreling downhill at Ox Bow park

i n sl eds made form ONLY cardboard, paint,
doubles as our Cardboard Engdcerdt nmi Ss tte
year 6s! ! 1

Now that we have trained facilitators for Our Whole Lives (OWL), our comprehensive
sexuality education program, look for announcements about classes and parent orientation.

Many of our families took home Guest at vy
Those will be collected the second Sunday in January. Drop in a coin or two each time you eat
and we will see how many Aguestso we wil/|l
A note to everyone in our communityéeé.

The end of the year with all of its festivities can be very hard for some of us. Please reach out
to Rev. Amy or anyone in the congregation if you are feeling particularly blue this Christmas.
We share our covenant each week and it is more than words on a page. Let us help.

If anybody is, or knows of anybody who is, in serious economic hardship, especially during
this holiday season, please contact Rev. Amy at revdebeck@aol.com or at 612-0729.
Many UUFE folks are unemployed, or underemployed, and if there was anything we could do
to help make the winter more bearable we would. There are many programs available for
helping this Christmas season to get toys, warm clothing, etc, and as a member of the Elkhart
Area Ministerial Association, I can be a valuable resource.

With love, Rev. Amy




Volunteer of the Month named by UUFE Board

Jerry Shaw was voted atthe mid-Nov e mber board meet.
for taking two days off of work to rake leaves on our property. Thank you, Jerry!
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Here are some book recommendations for readers of the Fellowship Focus:
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All except * are among El khart Public Librariy h

Amazon.com or interlibrary loan
Upcoming Bob Milne Concert News | New Year sod O De

If you'd like to help and be a part of the upcoming Bob
Milne concert Saturday, January 23 at UUFE put your
name on the signup sheet under the name tags, or let
David Stokely know. Openings include hall setup,

Friday, January 1, 2010
1:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.
Home of Rev. Amy DeBeck

poster distribution, ticket sales, refreshments, sound
system, door keeper. This is a fund raising event.

(and Kevin, Henry, and
Charlie, too!)

3211 Neff St in Elkhart
Please park nearby at
parking lot for Walker Park on
Marguerite so that folks who need
close-up spaces will have them.
Blessed to have you all in our lives,
we invite you to
begin the new year with us. We will
have beverages and, for good luck,
pork and sauerkraut. Bring some-
thing to share or just drop in.




Music Listening Group at 5PM Sunday December 13 : . .
At Doris Stickel and David Stokely's house. 522-5430. All are wel- BuddhlSt Medltatlon
come to come. Each person attending brings up to 10 minutes of GI. ou
recorded music (CD, Tape, LP. With Tape and LP it is wise to make p
sure that there is a functioning playback available.) If you are not a
regular participant, please let Doris and David know that you will be EVery Monday at UUFE
attending so that they can plan accordingly.
at 6:30 p.m.

The UUFE Board of Trustees at its November meeting:

-- Discussed implementing a new procedure for handling building rental requests. Temporarily
appointed Amy as the coordinator for rental requests until a revised policy is put into place.

-- Discussed the city of Elkhart's issues regarding the size of our parking lot arising from our building
project. Three board members were to meet with Eric Trotter to discuss the issues further.

-- Discussed information security regarding member pledging information.
-- Discussed the need to appoint a task force to examine establishing a "path to membership"

-- Selected Jerry Shaw as Volunteer of the Month for taking two days off of work in October to rake
leaves on our property.

Buildings and Grounds

Fall Work Day Leaves went very well. Many leaves went to the city compost pile and a bunch more went to our grateful
woods - Thank you, Renee B., Check B., Kenley I., Dave S., Mary P., T.J. S., and Jerry S. and Dale K. for cleaning out
the gutters.

Jim Raudabaugh found a way to fix the big cabinet shelf (#3 or #4) that everybody's been cursing at for a couple of
years. He also put filtering film on the office and forum room windows.

There are now eight jackets (mostly hooded) and one vest in the coat room and a bag of clothes. The Carhartt jacket
got rescued by its owner. Rescue yours or buy it at Goodwiill.

We have an insurance report that has to be sent in by December 9. The following things need to be done to satisfy their
suggestions of improvements in safety:

1. The green stepladder must go to the garage - it's not stable enough. May be replaced.

2. Furnace rooms need to be cleaned OUT. We use our furnace rooms as closets and that needs to be stopped.

3. We need to cover electrical outlets all thru the buildings.

4. I'll call Roadrunner and have fire extinguishers updated.

5. In the Children's House basement there's a headboard for a bed that needs to be cleaned of mildew. It's not bad
but needs to be done.

6. | think all exit lights have been fixed by Jim Victor but if any are found, let me know.

7. The insurance people want us to update our policies in background checks of people working with children. They
also want us to always have two adults in a room with kids. | think this is a board and RE committee matter and will be
referring it to them.

8. Church insurance also is concerned that we have uncovered and non-GFl outdoor outlets that need replacing. |
thought this could be taken care of during construction but we may have to do it yet this winter.

I'm taking offers to help anytime, day or night.

Doris




Birthdays in Bold

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT
1 Geneele Crump 2 3 Roger Snow 4 5
Francisco Avila
Gloria Carney
6 7 Buddhist |8 9 10 11 12
Cara Lawson Ball | meditation 6:30
Forum 9:30
Service 10:30
1 3 Patty French 14 Ron Gill 1 5 16 17 1 8 1 9 Dale Kern
Randi Pickley 6:30 Board Mtg. | 11:30 am Senior Lee Somes
Forum 9:30 . Moments Howard Trumball
Service 10:30 Buddhist
meditation 6:30 6:00pm CUUPS
7:00 Worship Solstice ritual
Arts
20 21 22 23 24 25 sinireet |26
Forum 9:30 Buddhist Allison Dolezal
Service 10:30 meditation 6:30 Chri Christmas Feast
stmas Eve | ¢ GUFE 2 pm
12:30 Songs of service at 7 pm
the Season
27 28 Elena Mark 29 3 O 3 1 Minister Open
) Victoria Mark Chris Hunsb 2 And House for UUFE
Forum 9,3(.) ictoria Mar ris Hunsberger anzer Anderson At 1:00 pm,
Service 10:30 DeBeck Home

Buddhist
meditation 6:30




Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of ElkRhart
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From the Archives!

Written by: Kevin DeBeck

Have you looked around our sanctuary lately and noticed all of the beautiful art and decorations that members have

given/donated over the years? One such object is celebrating its 30™ anniversary this month. In December of 1979,

the stained glass chalice that adorns the window in the office was constructed and donated by Dick Boynton. As it

states in that mont hés Focus:

ADi ck Boynton made a beautiful stained gl ass|i
glass given to UUFE by the First Unitarian ChurcHf
founders of that church were El khart peopl e, whe

Thank you very much, Di ¢ck; and thanks, t oo

The article goes on to mention how the chalice came to be the symbol of Unitarian Universalismd how it
was designed by Hans Deutsch during World War II as a symbol for the Unitarian Service committee, who at the
ti me was, n . . .hel ping refugees fleeing Nazi
3,000 escape from Europe. So next time you are in the church office, look up and wish our stained glass chalice a

happy anniversary. I hope that you all have a happy holiday season!
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