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Unitarian Universalist
Fellowship of Elkhart

Fellowship Focus

1732 Garden Street ~ P.O. Box 584
Elkhart, Indiana 46514 0584

B : (574) 264-6525
uufe@juno.com (email)
%, o Board President www.uufe.org (URL)
Ron Gill
*e, 5742590913 Minister: Rev. Amy DeBeck
".,.. “_“’ rlgl721@comcast.net revdebeck@aol.com
RREETPTPPRL L " Ministers Emeritus (574) 6120729
Rev. DI’ Gordon Gibson NEW Offlce Hours:
ggﬁ%ﬁeﬁegﬁgﬁf e Tues & W(_ad 9amto 12 pm
Foxboro, Massachusetts For other times call.

Info for new folks: What about the kids?
Our youngest children are lovingly cared for in the nursery at the
Childrends House. People agegd EAdU|BFQImZenj0y t %30 a.m( r R €
Education classes during the second half of our worship service. Religious Education: 10:30 a.m.
Youth older than 6th grade may attend Youth Group, the 1st ' )
and 3rd Sundays of the month. (Ask Rev. Amy for details) On
Sunday mornings, they are encouraged to attend the service.

Please Join us for Sunday Service @ 10:30 a.m.

Sunday, November 1 OWhat 6s so Funny Abou

borrows this song title for an All Saints/All Souls service about great people who have taken

these subjects seriouslp name a few, Mary Travers, Ric Masten, and Forrest Chueis.
PANTRY¥ the first Sunday of every month we collect personal care items for the AIDS pantry.

Sunday, November 8 OHow is Change Workin
promise of chang@ now as we debate healthcare, gays in the military, choice, war, and
other concerns, how is it affecting us?

Sunday, No‘Seessisd\o Lalighing Matter....or Is WR&iting Speakdt Mark

Potuck with Elkhart County Mental Health DepartmenCCS$ the third Sundayor every month
we collect norperishable food items for the Church Community Services food panB@TLUCK SUNDAY

Sunday, November 22 oWho Sits at the Wel
social justice as we begin the UUSC Guest at your Table program.

Sunday, November 29 04 Questions and a M
sermons have in common? Rev. Amy shares the good news.
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Rev. Amyodés Thought s

Recently in the UU World, our official UUA magazine, the business manager accepted an ad that ran inside the cover page for the

group, Freedom From Religion. It has been decided that, while many people in that organization share values and beliefs that we do,
their groupébés core principle is incongruent with aodligios.. We
I't made no sense to advertise within our own religionds ma
explanation will be issued, if it has not already been by the time this goes to press.

When | became a Unitarian Universalist in October of 1995 there were many things that drew me to that group, and freedom was one
of the top reasons. | experienced freedom from dogma, and homophobia, and sexism, and freedom to explore that which is meaning-
ful to me with other free thinkers. Humanism is the term I first embraced and still do to explain the concept of us saving ourselves
and not waiting for a supernatural savior to do the work for us. I still find that when others call it atheism | find that term too
limiting to explain the power of beloved human community.

Taoism centered me for 3 years, practicing Tai Chi and reading Taoist and Buddhist texts. When | began to study biblical text in

seminary, using historical and narrative criticism methods, | was free to enjoy and learn from the stories and their wisdom without

di scomfort. When | studied with a Turkish Muslim ahek, got
too. As | matured into a Director of Religious Education getting to work alongside the phenomenal talent of Kay Gardner, our music
director and Founding Priestess of the Temple of the Feminine Divine, | grew to love and embrace paganism.

I never had to renounce or formally join any new group as | collected new beliefs to integrate and practice, because my chosen

religiond Unitarian Universalimd has always been big enough for all of it. | hope that as you walk your path, and walk with others

on theirs, and help childrends beliefs to flower mrdligioat you
because there is freedom within ours.

Blessed be and Amen.
Amy

A Note to UUFE folks:

Many of us participated in this
occasion last year when it was held at
Community Belmont Mennonite Church, and it was

really wonderful. | hope you will come
Thankssivms Service and bring some soup, or just enjoy the
followed by a potluck soup & bread meal.

fellowship. | am on the committee to

Wﬁi’m @ plan this service, and | know we are

looking for people who might want to

@Féﬁ@f@ﬂ Hear f offer a musical piece during the Inter-

faith Thanksgiving Service. Plans are

Sunday, November 22 just now being made, so there is time to
6:00 pm decide to share your talent!
Hosted by St. Vincent DePaul Catholic Church Call me before November 11 if you
1108 South Main St. Elkhart, 293-8231 would like to have UUFE represented
EVERYONE IS WELCOME! in this service!

Please bring some bread or soup
reflecting your ethnic heritage

for a simple potluck meal following worship. Thanks for Sharmg your talentd

Rev. Amy

Sponsored by Elkhart Area Ministerial Association,




The 30-year tradition continues, November 21

The time has come again for everyo
very own and historic fundraiseri the Ooey Gooey Auction.

UUFE®&s s i g rasingiavent of the geadr is filled with laughter, singing, shopping,
snacking on appetizers, the competitive thrill of open and silent bidding contests, a Buy It Now
Table where pre-priced stuff can be bought right on the spot with no waiting for bidding,

much friendship renewing, chitchat and gabbing, and in short, just a ton of fun! The best part
of the evening, though, is the smile on your face because of just being there and knowing your
participation will help provide additional support for the UUFE 2009-2010 operations budget.
There are many ways you can contribute to an afternoon and evening of real honest to
goodness fellowship. Here are some suggestions.

ADonate, donate, donate , decadent dessert or gourmet food items, dinners in your home, boat
rides. Donate art, music, computer, digital photography or cooking lessons, or any kind of
instruction. Donate a service like baby sitting, yard work, home fix-up, repair, painting,

plumbing handy man, sewing, etcetera. Donate art works, crafts, or any of a number of

various items of value you choose to part with. Donate anything else that sparks your

imagination and suits your fancy. Books, videos, CDs tapes and DVDs will be offered for sale

on the media table. Bring quality items, and please, no ragged things that should be thrown away.

ABid, bid, bid , at the silent auction tables, bid during the live auction, when long time Ooey
Gooey auctioneer David Ball takes the floor and pumps up the bidding action big time.

ABuy, buy, buy , at the, new for this year, Buy It Now Table, buy at the silent auction, buy during
the live auction, buy some very rare finds at below-bargain-basement prices from the media
table in the main foyer. Remember to buy early. Remember to buy often.

ABAF, BAF, BAF, (bringafriend) or several for that matter. You par
social and fund-raising activities, so go ahead and invite them to our Ooey Gooey Auction.

A Wi sh, wiatghk, newvor teiswyear, Wish List, by simply writing down what you wish
would be at the auction to either bid on or buy. The Wish List is posted in the art alcove in

the main foyer under the big Ooey Gooey poster, along with sign-up forms, and a catalog of
ideas for auctioning and other important stuff. Who knows, your wish might come true.

A Munchi es, mu n c,lanyens willingito voluriieiergosbring their favorite
appetizer, snack, hors dé oeuvre, and the Ilike for s
contact Linda Gill, 574-259-0913, or LG5573@aol.com.

November dates, times, drop off auction items on Sunday, 11-15, from 9:00 A.M. to 1:00 P.M,,
Friday evening, 11-20, from 5:30 to 7:00, and Saturday afternoon, 11-21 starting at 2:00.

The one, the only, Ooey Gooey Auction , Saturday afternoon, November 21, doors open at 4:.00

for participants to register, get their bidding paddles, cruise the tables, graze the appetizers, ask
guestions, and get additional instructions. OOEY GOOEY AUCTION starts at 5:00!

OOEY GOOEY AUCTION



UUFE Green Update

Calling all Parents and Friends of RE Children in grades K -6!!

A new year has begun for Social Justice Sundays. If you are interested in helping with our fun and
meaningful project, see Krista Bailey or contact her at kristamama@sbcglobal.net. We will be work-
ing to raise awareness about composting, working on an efficient and effective waste collection area
in the kitchen, and setting up a compost area in the yard at UUFE.

Fun Field Trip Opportunity

The Elkhart Environmental Center will be holding its annual "Trash Bash and Pumpkin Smash" on
Saturday November 7th from 1:00 PM until 4:00 PM at the Elkhart Environmental Center (1717

E Lusher). Enjoy games, crafts and entertainment. Don't forget your pumpkin to smash! (This
works well in relation to the composting project we are doing!!) We can meet there for fellowship
and fun! For more information about the event, call the Center at 293 -5070 or see http://
www.elkhartindiana.org/egov/apps/events/calendar.egov?

path=03&search _timeframe=180&id=893.

For the composting project, we need some supplies. If you have any of these, please bring them
to UUFE to assist with our composting efforts.

*compost bin supplies (pallets, chicken wire, stakes, unused/unneeded compost bin)

*Buckets with handles (cat litter containers, 5 -gallon buckets with handles and possibly lids, etc.)

Concert News: Late-Breaking!
Jim Scott will perform at UUFE
Friday night, November 13 at 7pm
$10 suggested donation at the door
Tell neighbors, friends, everyone!

Jim Scott UU Activist / UU Artist
Over the past 25 years Jim Scott has visited more than 500 UU Churches across the US, Canada and UK, leading services, pro-
viding special music for services, presenting benefrest| cor
many of his songs included in the UU Hyim@&bld&r atadb@congene|ni wo
of the most used hymns across the denomination and Jim's music is sung from church choirs to campfires.

Formerly the Co-Chair of the UU Ministry for the Earth, Jim helped create the "Green Sanctuary" program. He was awarded a

grant from the Fund for Unitarian Universalism to categate

and peace by many contemporary composers, providing worship and RE materials that celebrate these ideals. A past board member
of the UU Musicians' Network as well, Jim has long been at the forefront of the movement for new music in the denomination.

Years of activism are reflected in Jim's work. His songs, poetry and short stories address issues of ecology, justice and peace with
insight and gentle wit. As a member of the Paul Winter Consort, Jim was co-creator of the monumental choral work Missa Gaia/
Earth Mass His list of published choral works continues to grow and his musical creativity includes soundtracks for PBS, a stage
musical, and many recordings of songs. Jim's musical-activist journeys have included concert collaborations with renowned Jazz,

Classical, and Folk artists as well as numerous concerts with choirs. He regularly performs his engaging songs for children in

schools and intergenerational concerts.
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The UUFE Recorded Music Listening Group Buddhist Meditation
will meet at 5:00 Nov. 22
At Mike and Judy Darnel's, Group
50949 Clover Rd., Granger.
Please email Mike at mdarnel@iusb.edu Every Monday at UUFE
if you are interested in attending. at 6:30 p.m.
Rev. Amyos No Zveryrsbveniyears UUaninistdrs §old a convocation to enjoy

ongoing education and fellowship. | will be partaking in this event from November 11 to
November 16 in Ottawa Canada. | have also been asked to officiate a service at Arlington
National Cemetery and will be in Washington DC from November 23 to 26, returning by

Thanksgiving evening. During these times | am available by phone for emergencies.

Trunk Or Treat!!!!

Do you like eating breakfast for dinner? Wearing or looking at
costumes? Decorating your car in a spooky way? Do you wish that
Trick-or-4 OAAOAOO AAIT A O Uil 60 AliT O A

On Sunday night, November 1 at 5 p.m. come to our

Second Annual Trunk or Treat!

Rev. Amy and the LRE committee will feed everyone pancakes for
AETTAO AO xA DBl AU AIOGS@A OFEAMA A @ AMIC
# EAOI E A THerOWhenleverybody is fed, we will go to our
PAOEEIT ¢C 110 AT A Cci A&OIi OAEEAI A
Last year was fun; many adults, kids, families, and friends enjoyed
this Fall Fellowship event. Decorate your car or van and bring
goodies for the Trunk or Treaters. Plan to attend!

The board of trustees at its October meeting:

--Received a report and recommendations from the Committee on Ministry regarding the survey on an
alternative second service. The board further authorized the Committee on Ministry to continue researching
and developing the mechanisms for the additional weekly service.

--Learned that Rev. Amy DeBeck received renewal from the UUA's Ministerial Fellowship Committee.
--Learned that work on The Gathering Place building expansion could start as early as the first week of
November.

--Discussed enacting precautions to help guard against swine flu. Bottles of anti-bacterial hand sanitizer will
be placed in strategic locations for all members and visitors to use.
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The Gathering Place

Progress Report
October 23, 2009

The following is a current update from the Building Committee on the status of
U U F E 6 s Thea @athering Placesince last updated on September 28. Shari
Mellin has been in contact with The Troyer Group project manager for UUFE.
She reports the architect is in the last phase of completing the final revised
design plans for the eight foot building extension as approved unanimously by
the UUFE congregation at its special meeting on Sunday, September 27.

The revised and final building extension pricing from the contractors is being
submitted to The Troyer Group Project manager who in turn is in the process

on rewriting revised buildersd contracts.

paperwork for the new eight-foot extended addition to the previous building
plan for The Gathering Place are being resubmitted again to the city of Elkhart
for approval. The assumption from The Troyer group is there should not be any
issues from the city of Elkhart with the addition of an eight-foot extension to
the previously submitted building plan. The city of Elkhart will then submit the
revised plans to state of Indiana again, with the assumption there will be no
issues with the state which might create any further delay with the start of
construction.

So, if everything goes as planned, The Troyer Group is still confident assigned
project contractors will begin construction at the end of the first week in
November, as was anticipated in the September 28 progress report.

As further construction details are known and any other pertinent information
I's made avail abl e, UUEE Updateg¢mailaapdwdl also
be published monthly in the Fellowship Focus.

Building Committee Communicator,
William T. Becker

n

Ron

Al

Gi



Welcoming Congregation Steering Committee News from Pam Kramer

Thank you! Thank you! Thank you! We did it! Our GBLT Training Conference on 10/10/09 was a great
success. We had over 60 people in attendance with more than 20 from outside UUFE. We learned much
about organizing for legislation as well as heard personal stories of need for such legislative change. Yes, it
was a day of insightful stories, valuable information and a means for individuals and GBLT groups to make
connections. | think a first of such conference in our community! We thank everyone for your help and
support with special kudos to:

Kitchen folk s under supervision of Linda Arbogast: Misty Stanley-Jones, Rose Fournier, Peg Cook, Jessica
Huns berger, Joan Grimes, Joan Clayborn, Marj Hershberger, Mary Perron.

Peace Posse under supervision of Rich Hackel: Dan Watson, Jim Todd, Rich Kindel, Chad Axe, Rose
Fournier, Michelle Marquis, Rod Liechty

Registration : Jessica Hunsberger and Kathy Vetter

Folders and incidentals : Doris Stickel

Electronic guru (bet we are the first conference to have the day go without a computer, microphone,
technical glitch!): Don Hershberger

Person of all trades: Cody Hunsberger who helped out almost every committee cheerfully and was a delight
to have for the day.

Special Assist/support throughout the process and calmer of nerves for Pam: Rev. Amy DeBeck

To our co -sponsors : Indiana Equality who provided us with speakers, suggestions, patience and humor
with our many questions and Standing on the Side of Love who sent us the wonderful message of love and
buttons to proudly promote it.

We thank you all!

Welcoming Congregation Steering Committee: Linda Arbogast, Joan Grimes, Jessica Hunsberger, Doris
Stickel, Kathy Vetter, Rev. Amy De Beck, Pam Kramer, Chair.

Special note from Pam:

We reached beyond our community on 10/10/09 for our LGBT training conference. Stephen Henderson, free-

lance journalist from NYC called a week prior to our conference. He had reagd our article on page 1 of the

El khart Truth, calling to express his appreciation f
westo. He had many good things to say about our eff
my mouth iso0o and donated $200.00 to help defrayi cost
we should be very proud, we make a difference which reaches out beyond our UUFE walls!

(AOA8O xEAO xA b1 AT OF AT AU OEA AT A 1.

In an effort to reach as many people as want to attend these interesting Welcoming Congregation
sessions, we are going to have sessions either on Wednesday or Sunday after church - alternat-
ing. And, the last session of the year will be 12/06 as life gets very hectic after that time until the
holidays are over. We will then continue the remaining few in the new year. Hope everyone is en-
joying this information as much as we are presenting/facilitating it.

1. History z to understand some of the history of the bisexual, gay, lesbian, and trans-
gender civil rights movement.Tentatively scheduled for 11/08/09Sunday @ 12:15 PM
2. Bisexuality and Biphobiaz to gain greater understanding of bisexualityTentatively
scheduled after the holidayg 11/18/09Wednesday @ 6:30 PM

3. HIV/AID& to understand how AIDS is linked to homophobia and heterosex-

ism. 12/06/09z Sunday @ 12:15 PM




Second Worship Service

Progress Report

Members of the Committee on Ministry (C.0.M.) presented the recently completed
and tabulated second-worship service survey findings to the UUFE Board at its
meeting on October 21. The C. O. M. also offered a written recommendation as part of
its presentation. The highlight of the C.O.M. recommendation stated in part, since
greater than 70% of persons who submitted surveys, indicated their interest in a
second worship service, the C. O. M. recommended continuing with the development
of a second worship service.

1
As a result of the discussion between the C. O. M. and the UUFE Board, the board

gave a yes vote to the C. O. M. recommendation to continue to develop an action plan
for a second worship service. When completed, the action plan for a second worship
service will be presented to the UUFE Board for review, discussion, and then a

decision by the board on whether to approve the C. O. M. action plan for a second
worship service.

While presenting its recommendation to the board, the C.O. M. emphasized it will be
necessary to conduct further research, as part of the process of initiating a secondworship
service action plan. Among other considerations in the C. O. M. developing its

action plan, will be the necessity of discussions and meetings with persons outside of
UUFE as well as many interested UUFE members, committee chairs, and other
participants involved in UUFE. In all likelihood, the C.O. M. envisions congregational
workshops as part of its action plan requirements to move forward with laying out and
forming the framework for a second worship service.

Committee Chair,

William T. Becker

Here are some Fall book recommendationsd All are among Elkhart Public Library holdings.

e« NSoul Survivor: The Reincarnation of a W
Bruce and Andrea Leininger

e« Al N BuBmed Countryo by Bill Bryson

. NAnger: Wi sdom for Cooling The Flameso b

. ADIirt: The Erosion of Civilization, 2008

. "Jesus for the Non-Religious" by John Shelby Spong

Volunteers of the Month named by UUFE Board

Pam Kramer was selected as the Volunteer of the Month for her Herculean efforts related to our Welcoming

Congregation status. Not only has Pam been in charge of the WC workshops, but she also organized the very

successful AOrgani zing for LGBT Rightso wor kslhop




November 2009

Birthdays noted in Italics

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 Laurel 2 3 4 5 6 4
Cherniak Heidi Rupley Kevin DeBec
Trunk or
Treat @ 5:00
P.M.
8 9 10 11 12jessica |13 1l4cuuprs
Membership Koscher i Work session
@ 10:30 A.M. Jlm SCOU 9:00 A.M.
Concerte
7:00 P.M.
$10 at the
door
15 16 1 /pevon 18 shari 19 20 Beverly 21
Krista Bailey Brugh Mellin Senior Boughner Ooey Goey
Lorna Lane i
Board Mt Moments Auction
. oar ing .
LRE meeting 11:30 am 4 P.M.
during Potluck @ 6:30 P. M.
Music Group
22 23 24 3im 25 stan 26 27 28Terry
Begin Raudabaugh| Larimer Mark
Guest at Archives @ ?ﬁgﬁzsgiving'
iv !
Your Table 10 AM.
29 30 Larry

Cherniak




Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Elkhart
P.O. Box 584
Elkhart, IN 46519584
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From the Archives

Written by: Kevin DeBeck
Greetings! In place of the usual article, | would like to put out an

alert. On June 20, 2011, UUFE will celebrate its 50th anniversary.
The Archives Committee is working on an oral history project of
those members who were either there from the beginning or have
been members for much of the history of the church. What we
would like to borrow is a video camera that has a sensitive
microphone so that these histories can be heard clearly. If you
would like to volunteer, or know where the location of a video
camera that would work well for this project, please contact me at
333-6861 or DeBeckl@aol.com. Something similar was done in
2001 where an interview was done with Bob and Helen Dick for the :
churchés 40th anniversary. Any h
greatly appreciated, not only by the committee, but for generations ;
| tocome! Thank you! ;
. I R R R R —




