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Unitarian Universalist  

Fellowship of Elkhart 

Fellowship Focus 
1732 Garden Street ~ P.O. Box 584 

Elkhart, Indiana 46514-0584 
(574) 264-6525 

uufe@juno.com (email)      

www.uufe.org (URL) 

  

Adult Forum:  9:30 a.m. 
Religious Education: 10:30 a.m. 

Minister:    Rev. Amy DeBeck 
    revdebeck@aol.com 
    (574) 612-0729 
    Office Hours: 
     Tues & Wed 10am to 1 pm 
    For other times call. 

October 2009 
Please Join us for Sunday Service @ 10:30 a.m. 

 

  

Sunday,  October 4   ―Love... and Marriage?‖  Travel through time and cultures to look at 
many of the ways humans have practiced marriage, including today’s debates of civil and 
religious ceremonies. - AIDS PANTRY-  the first  Sunday of  every  month  we collect personal care items for the  AIDS  
pantry.  
 

Sunday,  October 11 ―Standing on the Side of Love‖  Celebrating the courage that liberal 
religion demonstrates to stand up and face the fears of changing the world as we know it. 
Half of our offering will go to the UUA’s Association Sunday fund, whose theme is ―Growing Our Diversity.‖ 
    

Sunday,  October 18   ―To Absent Friends‖  Rev. Amy discusses, with feedback time from the 
congregation, the topic of peer loss.  CCS– the third Sunday of  every month  we collect non-perishable food items 
for the Church  Community Services food pantry.   POTLUCK SUNDAY 

Sunday, October 25 ―Women, Wisdom, and Wit‖  Resident sage Marj Hershberger and other 
wise women deliver a lay-led service this day. 

Sunday, November 1  ―What’s so Funny About Peace, Love, and Understanding?‖  Rev. Amy 
borrows this song title for an All Saints/All Souls service about great people who have taken 
these subjects seriously—to name a few, Mary Travers, Ric Masten, and Forrest Church. 

Info for new folks:  What about the kids?   
Our youngest children are lovingly cared for in the nursery at the  
Children’s House.  People aged 5 to 12 enjoy their (RE) Religious 
Education classes during the second half of our worship service.  
Youth older than 6th grade may attend Youth Group, the 1st  
and 3rd Sundays of the month.  (Ask Rev. Amy for details) On 
Sunday mornings, they are encouraged to attend the service. 

Board President 
Ron Gill 
574-259-0913 
rlg1721@comcast.net 
Ministers Emeritus 
Rev. Dr. Gordon Gibson 
Knoxville, Tennessee 
Rev. Robert T. Dick 
Foxboro, Massachusetts 
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Here are some Fall book recommendations—All are among Elkhart Public Library holdings. 

“God’s Problem: How the Bible Fails to Answer Our Most Important Question” by Bart Ehrman 

“Brooklyn” by Colm Toibin 

“Conversations with God” by Neale Donald Walsh (especially books 3 and 4) 

“The Exiles” by William Stuart Long 

“To Kill A Mockingbird” by Harper Lee 

Volunteers of the Month named by UUFE Board 
 

From Your Care Chair:  

 
I have been both awed and humbled by the wisdom and in-
sight people shared with us from our pulpit over the past 
several weeks.   
  
During the Labor Of Love service, Dale Kern talked about his 
work with Hospice and helping people deal with death.  I 
don't remember how he said it, but he stated he does not 
fear his own nor anyone else's death. What a powerful state-
ment! He does not shy away from helping people deal with 
the sorrow and difficulty of saying that final goodbye to a 
loved person.  
  
During the same service, Phyllis Hostetler, Rose Fournier 
and Doris Stickel described how they interact with peo-
ple who struggle with poverty, illness, learning disabilities 
and and other life altering issues.  Woven throughout their 
stories was the message by which we live  "... Love is the 
spirit of this church... service is its law and to help one an-
other,  This is our covenant."    
  
During another service, Sue Skye Dancer passed around a 
fringed blanket; and told us that each piece of fringe was a 
prayer.  She encouraged us to touch the prayers.  This was 
the first time I ever thought of a prayer as being a tangi-
ble thing. It occurred to me that while I had never before 
touched a prayer, prayer has often touched me.  How 
can something intangible touch me?  Being touched by 
something that is not solid convinces me that life is both 
mysterious and miraculous. 
 
Summer is gone; Fall is upon us and its time for our Care Group 

to reconvene.  Let's get together Wednesday evening, October 

14 at 6:30.  We'll meet in the forum room at UUFE.  If that 

room is already reserved, I believe we can meet in the Children's 

House.  Let me know if this will work for 

you.                        Peg Cook 
 

 The board selected Jim McConnell, David Ball and Cara Lawson-Ball as the Volunteers of the 
Month at its September meeting.  Jim made the new wooden signs for the Children's House and 
the main building. Cara painted them and she and David installed them. They look fantastic!  
Thanks to the three of them for the great-looking addition to our buildings. 

Ooey Gooey Auction— Saturday, Nov 21st  
From our Auctioneer, David Ball 
   There are things in life we are motivated to do and things 

we are inspired to do.  The difference is that motivation 

comes from outside of us (a paycheck) while inspiration 

comes from within (joy).  Many of the things that happen at 

UUFE are the result of inspiration, and the Ooey Gooey auc-

tion is no exception. 

      I have been a part of the Ooey Gooey auction for more 

years than I can remember and have seen it grow to include 

many more things than the original decadent desserts.  Re-

cently events including meals, boat rides, canoe trips, art 

lessons, teas, etc. which involve spending time together have 

become a central theme of those things offered.  In addition 

the gifts of time through things that are handmade and many 

of us have in our homes are heartwarming. 

    When we give the gift of time together, we create commu-

nity.  When we offer our financial resources in exchange for 

that time together, we create a balanced budget.  While the 

balanced budget is important and necessary, perhaps more 

important is the sense of community the event builds as we 

experience time together having fun.  Joy expressed is joy 

realized, and the laughter and joy expressed at Ooey Gooey 

auction events throughout the year is immeasurable.  I know 

my face muscles actually ached after the men’s canoe trip 

from laughing and smiling so much.  I know each of those 

men in a different way than I ever would have through regu-

lar church events. (Details remain confidential, big smile) 

   So give at the Ooey Gooey auction; give your time, give 

your services, and give your money.  The resulting return is 

a community where joy is found through things made by 

both hands and by hearts. 

 

Sincerely, 

David Ball 
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From Your Chair of Buildings and Grounds—We need an October work day.   
There are dead tree limbs needing sawing off, more trees and shrubs need removing in the west woods for park-
ing.  Windows need washing in both the main building and the Children's House.  The paint trim on our meeting room 
north windows is peeling and needs scraping and repainting.  Weeds need pulling.  Gutters need blowing.  The furnace 
room needs to be cleared out.  Needed:  hands, brooms, rakes, saws, heart, paint scrapers, buckets, rags, muscles, win-
dow squeegees, eyes that see and ears that hear.   
I nominate October 17, 9 to noon for fall cleanup.  Due to chainsaw shoulder, I, Doris Stickel, B & G chair, will be 
supervising.   
Leaves usually really start falling about October 20.  It's hard to make a definite date but since Halloween falls on the last 
weekend of October I bet we need to wait until November 7 to rake leaves and hope snow comes later.  Bring rakes and 
blowers and brooms and energy from within. 

 At the Sept. 16 meeting, the board of trustees: 
--Learned that the Ooey-Gooey Auction has been scheduled for Nov. 21. David Ball will serve as the auctioneer. 
--Learned that the Fundraising Committee had recruited 15 new members at the Committee Fair on Sept. 13. 
--Discussed the Sept. 27 Congregational Meeting at which the congregation will be asked to increase the building  
expansion budget to a maximum of $407,000. The addition was made possible by an anonymous gift that is contingent 
on adding 8 feet to the length of the addition. 
--Discussed recent complaints about the length of Sunday worship services. The Worship & Arts and Lifespan Religious 
Education committees are working on the issue. 
--Approved the use of the Children's House for a beer-making workshop contingent upon the group paying rent and  
assuring that the products of the workshop are secured in the basement. 
--Approved the creation of a $500 Memorial Service Fund that the minister may use at his/her discretion for expenses 
related to memorial services. 
--Selected Jim McConnell, David Ball and Cara Lawson-Ball as the Volunteers of the Month for their work in making, 
painting and installing the wooden signs on the main building and the Children's House. 

 UU / UUFE Orientation Sessions  

 Finding a church that suits your emotional, intellectual, and spiritual needs is one of the most important things you will 
ever do.  You are invited to a series of meetings where you can further explore our history and current  
programs.  
  

            October 4, 4:00-6:00 p.m., UUFE 
  Introductions.  Each attendee will be invited to describe his/her religious journey. 

            October 11, 4:00 ï 6:00 p.m., UUFE 
   UU history on videotape, supplemented by Rev. Amy DeBeck 

            October 18, 4:00 ï 6:00 p.m., UUFE 
  UUFE history  to be described by a member of our Archives  Committee. 

                  UUFE governance and committee structure to be described  

  by the Membership Committee. 

  UUFE budget and finance to be described briefly by our Treasurer and/ or Stewardship representative. 

 

  You will have a chance to meet members of our governing board and get better acquainted with our minister.  Child care 

will be provided, and refreshments will be served.       

 
Greetings!  We are getting another year of RE underway!  Here are a list of teachers and their grades and subjects: 

 

Lizzie French—Pre-K 

Chris French and Dan Watson—K-3—UU Superheroes. 

Annette Long and Heidi Rupley—4-6—Timeless Themes along with Neighboring Faiths. 

Amy and Kevin DeBeck—7-12—Youth Group, which will be meeting at the church from 6-7:30 on the first and third Sundays of 

October, TBD for later months. 

 

On Sunday, November 1, UUFE will be holding the second annual Pancake Dinner followed by Trunk 

or Treat in the main parking lot.  The dinner starts at 5:00 P.M. with the Treating to follow.  If youôre a 

big fan of pancakes and candy, please come out in your grandest Halloween finery! 
 

The next RE committee meeting will be held after church on Sunday, October 11, in the Forum Room.  If you wish to get involved 

with raising the next generation of UU’s, please attend! 

 

If you see a teacher, thank them! 
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This is a synopsis of how we are doing on our congregational journey toward becoming a Welcoming  
Congregation.  If you have been attending the workshops, please continue.  If you have not yet, please begin.   
If you are still unsure about what this designation really means, please talk to Rev. Amy or anybody on the Steering 
Committeeɂ Pam Kramer,    Linda Arbogast, Joan Grimes, Jessica Hunsberger, Doris Stickel, or Kathy Vetter. 

 
Welcoming Congregation Workshop Session Topics 

 
Introductions and Expectations ɀ completed 3/25/09 and 4/05/09 
 
What We Know and How We Learned It ɀ to understand how we have come to know what we know about our-
ÓÅÌÖÅÓ ÁÎÄ ÏÔÈÅÒÓȭ ÓÅØÕÁÌ ÏÒÉÅÎÔÁÔÉÏÎ ÁÎÄ ÇÅÎÄÅÒ ÉÄÅÎÔÉÆÉÃÁÔÉÏÎ ɀ completed 5/03 and 5/06/09 
 
The Common Elements of Oppression ɀ to illustrate the commonalities between various oppressions ɀ completed 
6/07 and 6/10/09 
 
Gender Socialization and Homophobia -  to understand how homophobia and heterosexism maintain gender-role 
stereotyping and limit choices, regardless of sexual orientation and gender identification.  completed 9/09/09 

 
Racism and Homophobia/Heterosexism ɀ 1) to reinforce the fact that there are bisexual, gay, lesbian, and/or trans-
gender people of color, and 2) to understand the connections between racism and homophobia/heterosexism.  
completed 9/09/09 

 
Organizing for LGBT Rights: Finding the Road in Indiana A training program for LGBT living in rural, small town and urban 

communities; and allies who support LGBT issues and civil rights on 10/10/09 (Saturday)  beginning at 9:30 AM @ UUFE. 

The Radical Right ɀ to gain greater understanding about the Radical Right and our options for conversation, re-
sponse, and clarity.  10/14/09 ɀ Wednesday @ 6:30 PM 
 
Religion and Homosexuality ɀ 1) to explore our religious beliefs for doing this work, or 2) to explore how Judeo-
Christian thinking has shaped our beliefs around sexual orientation.  10/25 /09 ɀ Sunday @ 12:15 PM 
 
Experiences of Bisexual, Gay, Lesbian, and/or Transgender People ɀ to learn about experiences of  GBLT people 
through face-to-face contact and with open discuss of their lives.  11/11/09 ɀ Wednesday @ 6:30 PM if convenient 
for panel. 
 
History ɀ to understand some of the history of the bisexual, gay, lesbian, and transgender civil rights movement.  
Tentatively scheduled for 11/22/09  - Sunday @ 12:15 PM 
 
HIV/AIDS ɀ to understand how AIDS is linked to homophobia and heterosexism.  12/09/09 ɀ Sunday @ 12:15 
Bisexuality and Biphobia ɀ to gain greater understanding of bisexuality. Tentatively scheduled after the holidays ɀ 
January, 2010 
 
Transgender Identity:  What It Means ɀ to gain greater understanding of transgender people.  Tentatively sched-
uled for January, 2010 

 
How Homophobia Hurts Us All ɀ to gain greater understanding that homophobia, biphobia, transphobia, and het-
erosexism hurts everyone, regardless of sexual orientation or gender identification.  Tentatively scheduled for Feb-
ruary, 2010 
 
What Now? ɀ 1)  to reflect on what we have experienced and learned, and 2) to strategize on what we well do next.  
Tentatively scheduled for February, 2010 
**Tentative scheduled sessions may need to be changed when date approaches. 



5 

Still time to register! 

 

 

Organizing for LGBT Rights: Finding the Road  

In Indiana  
A training program for LGBT living in rural, small town and urban communities;  

and allies who support LGBT issues and civil rights  

Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Elkhart  

1732 Garden St., Elkhart  

October 10, 2009  

9:30AM ï 3:30PM  

 
PROGRAM:  

9:30AM Registration/ Check-In and Con tinental Breakfast  

10:00AM Welcome  
Rev. Amy DeBeck, Minister UUFE and Pam Kramer, Chair of UUFE Welcoming Congregation Steering Committee  

10:15AM Rural/Small-Town Organizing  
Rhea Murray, Author/Founder of Seymour PFLAG; Jonathan Balash,  

President of Spencer PRIDE  

11:30AM Enacting/Upgrading Local Human Rights Ordinances Denise ñDinoò Sierp, Field Organizer, Indiana 
Equality  

NOON Lunchtime Panel on Bias Crimes and Bias-Crime Law  
Vivian Benge, Nicole Kramer, Maggie and Adam Williams and Mark St. John, moderator  

Lunch will be provided.  

1:00PM How We Change Things in Indiana: Electoral Politics and the Legislative Process  
Mark St. John, Governmental Affairs Consultant for Indiana Equality  

1:45PM Afternoon Break  

2:00PM Interacting with the Public  
Brandon Monson, Communication Chair for Indiana Equality and Indiana Equality Action  

2:45PM. Getting Faith Communities On Board  
Azariah Southworth, Community Activist working with faith communities.  

 

REGISTRATION INFO  
COST: $10 Donation, more if you can, less if you canôt. Please register now.. Seating is limited.  

Please make checks payable to UUFE and mail registration request to: P.O. Box 584, Elkhart, IN 46515 c/o: Welcoming Con-

gregation *Please include your name (or names), address, email address and phone number. A confirmation will be sent to 

you by direct mail or to your email address.  

QUESTIONS? Call 574-271-3772 or email Pam at RN_Pamela@yahoo.com. Visit us at www.UUFE.org or RSVP on Face-

book Events. (All Facebook RSVPôs must still register.)  

 

Sponsored by the Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Elkhart  

                                                                                 and Indiana Equality 
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From Krista Bailey of Purple Porch Co - op 

You are invited to participate in the Michiana Sustainable Economic and Community Devel-

opment Summit on Thursday, October 29, 2009. The event takes place from 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 

p.m. at the Marriott Hotel in downtown South Bend.  

 

Learn how to use sustainability and innovation to strengthen your businesses and make Mi-

chiana more prosperous as part of the newly emerging green economy.  The Natural Step 

(TNS) is one of the worldôs leading sustainability 

training organizations. Since 1989, TNS has helped hundreds of businesses and communities 

around the world harness the power of sustainability and innovation. Clients include 

IKEA, Nike, Starbucks and the city of Portland, Oregon. TNS offers a systematic approach 

through which business, government, and not - for - profits develop their own sustainability 

action plans. The workshop presenter is David Cook,Chief Executive of The Natural Step 

International and author of The Natural Step: Towards a Sustainable Society.  

 

The workshop will provide the basic principles of sustainability and explain how to inte-

grate them into your business or organization to gain cost savings, customer and employee 

loyalty, and competitive advantage. In addition, all participants will become part of a 

growing regional network dedicated to learning and helping each other along the path to 

sustainability and prosperity. Typically such workshops cost $175 or more per person but 

thanks to the generous support of community sponsors the cost to you is $35.00 (including 

lunch).Student Scholarships are also available.  

 

The schedule for the day is as follows:  

8:00 - 8:30 am    Workshop Registration  

8:30 - 9:00 am    Welcome and Introductions  

9:00 - 10:30 am   Session I: The Natural Step Framework: Conditions of  

Sustainability  

10:30 - 10:45 am  Break  

10:45 - 12:15 pm  Session II: Doing Sustainability: Practical Application  

and Real World Examples  

12:30 - 1:30 pm    Luncheon  

1:45 - 3:00 pm     Session III: Hands - On Exercise: How to Integrate  

Sustainability into Your Business or Organization  

3:00 - 3:15 pm     Break  

3:30 - 4:30 pm    Session IV: Helping Ourselves: Creating a Regional  

Sustainable Development Network  

 

For more information about the conference, to register, or to download  

a student scholarship application, see: http://www.iusb.edu/~csfuture/conference.shtm  

You are invited toé Good Earth Farmôs  FALLFALL  FOODFOOD  EVENTSEVENTS!! 
 
Please join us for this last fun, free event from sustainable Good Earth Farm! 
(Our Roadside Farm Stand is closed for the season, so come see us at Goshen Millrace Farmerôs Market Sat 8 am-1 pm!)   

 

 ñFall Harvest Party & Campfire Potato Bakeò:   @ Good Earth Farm 
Saturday October 3, 2009 3 pm  Fall Harvest Party - Join the fun harvest: Potatoes,     

     tomatoes, peppers, sweet corn & melon! 

    6 pm  Campfire Potato Bake - Good Earth Farm provides potatoes,  

        corn, tomatoes, & drinks! Bring baked  

        potato toppings, side dishes, s’mores.  

 

R.S.V.P. & directions @ 295-4349  Heidi Rupley or Matt Tschetter 
Good Earth Farm: A project of the Elkhart Local Food Alliance  
Cultivating community & creating food security from the ground up 
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  October 2009 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 Rhiannon 
Cass              
Lily 
Schmucker 

2 3 

4     Katrina 
Wilson 

5    Cameo 
Victor 

6 Joan  
Clayborn 

7 Linda 
Gill    

Allison Gill  
Laura 
Dolezal 

8 9   Linda 
Becker 

10 

11 12 13 14 
Membership 
10:30 am 
Care Group 

15 16 17   Cody 
Hunsberger  
Kristin Gill 

18 19   David 
Stokely 

20 21 Board 
mtg. 6:30 

22 Senior 
Moments  
11:30am 
Gordon 
Gibson 

23 24 

25 26 27 28 29 30 31  
Witches Ball 
9 p.m. 
Joan Grimes 
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Recorded music listening group 

Sunday, October 18 

5 pm to 9 pm 

Hosted by Jim Todd at UUFE 

Buddhist Meditation                              

Group 

Every Monday at UUFE  

at 6:30 p.m. 

Do you like eating breakfast for dinner?  Wearing or looking at  
costumes?  Decorating your car in a spooky way?  Do you wish that 
Trick-or-4ÒÅÁÔÅÒÓ ÃÁÍÅ ÔÏ ÙÏÕÒ ÄÏÏÒ ÂÕÔ ÔÈÅÙ ÄÏÎȭÔȩ  7Å ÃÁÎ ÈÅÌÐȦ   
On Sunday night, November 1 at 5 p.m. come to our Second Annual 
Trunk or Treat!   
Rev. Amy, with some helpers, will feed everyone pancakes for dinner 
ÁÓ ×Å ÐÌÁÙ ÂÏÁÒÄ ÇÁÍÅÓ ÁÎÄ ×ÁÔÃÈ Ȱ)ÔȭÓ ÔÈÅ 'ÒÅÁÔ 0ÕÍÐËÉÎȟ #ÈÁÒÌÉÅ 
"ÒÏ×ÎȦȱ  Then when everybody is fed, we will go to our parking lot 
ÁÎÄ ÇÏ ÆÒÏÍ ÖÅÈÉÃÌÅ ÔÏ ÖÅÈÉÃÌÅȟ ÓÁÙÉÎÇ Ȱ4ÒÕÎË ÏÒ 4ÒÅÁÔȦȱ  ,ÁÓÔ ÙÅÁÒ ×ÁÓ 
fun, with many adults, kids, families, and friends enjoying this Fall 
Fellowship event.  Decorate your car or van and bring goodies for the 
Trunk or Treaters.  Sign up sheets will be in the foyer; plan to attend! 

Things you might want to know for helping out around UUFE: 
  
Entry Door Lock   

Front door lock:    Put the key in and turn it left or counter-clockwise  -  hold key in place  -  pull door open  -

  release key to upright position.  If the key is turned to the right you might hear metal scraping;  the lock is 

then unlocked and will not work.   The solution is to turn the key to the left and let it return to the correct  

position.  Repeat as necessary.  

   

Meeting Room Setup  

  

Because of the wholesale moving of furniture in the past month I'd like to share how I (Doris Stickel) sets  up 

the worship furniture.    

  

The pulpit goes under the third wooden ceiling beam.  The center wooden screen is centered on the window 

divider under the third or center beam.  The plinth with the gong usually goes to the west of the pulpit within 

easy reach of the pulpit.  The table usually goes to the east of the pulpit.  Tall plants are often on both sides of 

the screen.   If  the pulpit drifts east people on the west side get too far away from the speaker.  

  

The first row of chairs should feel uncomfortably close to the pulpit otherwise the back of the center section in 

front of the bulletin boards becomes an impossible bottleneck.  

  

Feel free to be creative with number of chairs in sections, rows, and aisles.  
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The Gathering Place Progress Report 
September 28, 2009 
 
The following is a current update from the Building Committee on the 
status of UUFEôs new, The Gathering Place. When progress on the start of 
construction was last reported on July 30, 2009, there was an anticipated 
delay because of a State of Indiana requirement for minor fire safety 
changes and the City of Elkhart requests for a resolution of parking and 
storm water questions which had come into being. 
 
The newest delay in getting underway with the start of construction turns 
out to be a very joyous occasion for members, participants and friends of 
UUFE. Recently, anonymous members of UUFE, with the intention of 
being anonymous donors for the expansion of the new building, asked the 
Board to request The Troyer Group provide the additional cost for 
extending the currently planned length for The Gathering Place by four 
feet, and the additional cost for extending it by eight feet. Unexpectedly, 
the building schedule was put on hold until the request for costs to 
extend the previously approved length of the proposed new building 
could be provided by the architects. Once the building extension costs 
had been determined and provided to the UUFE Board, the generous 
benefactors offered to donate up to $30, 000. for some redesign plans and 
project construction for an eight foot building extension, at an estimated 
cost of between $25,000 and $27,000. 
 
The building plan and start of construction remained on hold until the 
UUFE Board could notify members of a special congregational meeting to 
be held Sunday at noon, September 27. The purpose of the meeting was 
for presenting the most recent set of circumstances with The Gathering 
Place, to be followed by vote of UUFE members as to either except or not 
except a donation of up to $30,000 to extend the existing building plan by 
an additional eight feet (on both the street and the garden level). 
UUFE made history on Sunday afternoon, September 27, 2009. As far as 
anyone present on Sunday can remember, it is the first time an 
unanimous vote of ñYesò has ever been recorded in a congregational 
meeting. Also, as far as anyone present on Sunday can remember, it was 
the shortest time for a congregational meeting lasting just under 20 
minutes from start of meeting presentation to the voteôs conclusion and 
adjournment. 
 
As a result of Sundayôs outstanding congregational vote Shari Mellin has 
contacted The Troyer Group requesting they move forward with putting 
the expansion planning, including revised municipal and state approvals, 
in high gear. At this time, it is anticipated the start of construction to be 
approximately four to six weeks way. 
As further details are known on the actual construction start date and on 
other pertinent information, it will appear in the, UUFE Update, email 
from Ron Gill, and will also be published monthly in the Fellowship Focus. 
 
Building Committee Communicator, 
William T. Becker 
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Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Elkhart 
P.O. Box 584 
Elkhart, IN 46515-0584 

 
 

Written by: Kevin DeBeck 

One of the great aspects of writing this article monthly is that it gives me a window on what the concerns 

of the congregation were at any given time over the course of the history of UUFE.  As I was perusing the 

newsletters of the past, I came across a Ministerial Musing by Rev. Gordon Gibson from October of 1999.  

In this article, he mentions that right before a service was to begin, the power went out.  As he said, “It 

was about 10:15 on Sunday morning and we had things to do, and some of them work better with 

electricity.  Making coffee comes to mind.  Playing the recorded prelude music also.”  He then goes on to 

describe how the congregation muddled through the service, using the daylight in hand to read his sermon 

notes, and to sing the hymns and that, rather than coffee, it was apple cider instead.  The line that struck 

me was this:  “More than one person wondered if this was a test for Y2K.  No, not so.  I later heard it was 

just someone driving along with one or two dogs in their car and letting canine distractions cause a 

digression into a utility pole.”   

 

With the fear of Swine Flu, terrorists, a bad economy, and any other boogie man that might be lurking 

around the corner, Y2K seems almost quaint in comparison.  Some might even wonder if life would be 

simpler if all the computers shut off and never worked again.  But on that day, Rev. Gibson saw the power 

outage as a learning moment.  “We learned to be well prepared.  We learned that it really helps to have 

sound amplification, even of relatively robust voices like mine.  We learned to be flexible . . . We learned 

that what is really important is the gathering of people in community, even without lights or coffee.”  

Scares may come and go, but what hasn’t changed is the need for community.  It makes all the other stuff, 

and indeed life, easier to deal with.     


